477

© 2012 Universities Federation for Animal Welfare Animal Welfare 2012, 21: 477-486
The Old School, Brewhouse Hill, Wheathampstead, ISSN 0962-7286
Hertfordshire AL4 8AN, UK doi: 10.7120/09627286.21.4.477
www.ufaw.org.uk

Incidence of dog bites and public attitudes towards dog care and management
in Samoa

MJ Farnworth™!, KA Blaszak?, EF Hiby* and NK Waran®

* Animal Welfare and Biodiversity Research Group, Department of Natural Sciences, Unitec Institute of Technology, Auckland, New
Zealand, Private Bag 92025

* World Society for the Protection of Animals, 222 Grays Inn Road, London WCI|X 8HB

$ Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education, Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, The University of
Edinburgh, Easter Bush, Roslin, Midlothian EH25 9RG, UK

* Contact for correspondence and requests for reprints: mfarnworth@unitec.ac.nz

Abstract

In many developing nations, dogs (Canis familiaris) present a significant issue in terms of human health, safety and animal welfare. We
assessed attitudes towards dogs and their management in Samoa, a developing South Pacific island nation, using a questionnaire. It demon-
strated that Samoa has one of the world’s highest recorded levels of household dog ownership (88%) but a comparatively low rate of vaccina-
tion (12%) and sterilisation (19%). Those interviewed believe dogs were important and should be considered part of the family; however most
households reported that their dogs were kept for protection (79%). There was a clear skew in the sex distribution. The dog population showed
a strong male bias (7 |%) suggesting females are removed from the population. Of those surveyed only 16% had received any education about
dogs and their management and overall the respondents showed a clear disparity between attitudes and behaviour (eg the majority believe
dogs should be vaccinated [81%)] yet most dogs in this sample [72%] had never been to a veterinarian). Overall, there was a willingness to
manage the free-roaming dog population which was considered by many to be a nuisance, however there were few enforceable mechanisms
by which this could occur and most dogs were not confined. Harm or killing of dogs was relatively commonplace with 30% of households
reporting they knew someone who had harmed or killed a dog and 26% of respondents indicating they believed harming or killing dogs was
good for Samoan society, presumably by reducing problems associated with the free-roaming population. Dog bites were relatively frequent in
Samoa and reports from two hospitals indicated a frequency of 37 new bites per annum requiring hospitalisation per 10,000 head of popu-
lation. Furthermore, this paper outlines strategies and further research that could be considered to improve dog welfare and reduce the need
to harm or kill dogs, namely improvements in veterinary provision and dog-focused education. It also considers the need for legislative controls
and more research and funding to be made available for small developing nations to explore their animal welfare obligations.

Keywords: animal welfare, bite, dog, free-roaming, management, population





