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Introduction
Studies and projects undertaken under the auspices of

conservation of wildlife are often treated as being

synonymous with working to promote individual animal

welfare. However, human interventions, with respect to

wild animals, carry with them multiple risks for the

animal subjects. Unfortunately, these risks and problems

are sometimes given little consideration by practitioners,

often because they are judged relative to natural

processes or are incurred for the good of the species or

population. Obviously, animals are subjected to a variety

of natural factors likely to cause stress and poor welfare

in the wild, and conservation and management of

differing species to differing extents will probably

always be necessary. However, in all these interventions,

the welfare of the individual animal always needs to be

upheld. One way of addressing this issue is by the

provision of robust training. The Food and Environment

Research Agency (Fera) have recently developed a

training course (winner of the UFAW Wild Animal

Welfare Award 2010) which centres around promoting

and educating best practice in wildlife, particularly with

respect to improved methods of capture, handling,

marking and release. As well as standard training tech-

niques, the course includes the use of practical scenarios

and discussion platforms, tackling varying issues

pertinent to working with wild species with the overall

aim of ensuring high standards of welfare.

The importance of training and the issues
covered
Training is a simple and effective way of highlighting and

promoting welfare in all wildlife species. The training

which Fera undertakes concentrates on providing informa-

tion on a range of following issues.

Ethics and welfare of target species
Before embarking on any wildlife study or interaction,

preparation is key. If the welfare status of an animal is

unduly compromised this has repercussions in ethical

terms and also (in research and conservation) on the

validity and rigour of the study itself. Poor welfare can

have wide-ranging effects on an animal’s biology,

behaviour and ecology (for a review, see Lane &

McDonald 2010). Procedures and actions may have to

vary depending on the circumstances encountered (eg if

animal is injured, dangerous, pregnant). In an ever-

changing environment it is not always possible to give

specific instructions on how a person interacting with

wildlife needs to act, but what is constant is that these

actions must be defensible, justifiable and in the best

interest of the animals and ecosystem in which they live.

Ethics and welfare of others in the ecosystem 
Consideration should always be given not only to the

ethical issues of treatment of the target animal but also

should include issues surrounding other animals that may

be inadvertently affected. This is particularly pertinent in

highly social and sentient animals, such as some whale

species (eg pilot whales [Globicephala spp]). Although

the effect on others may not always be avoidable it is

important to be aware of the consequences of any inter-

action and factor it into the ethical assessment. Particular

consideration should be given to the following.

Conspecifics

This is of particular concern for group-living animals with

strong social structures. Effects can include changes in

dominance hierarchies and the introduction of disease

through stress of an individual causing latent infections to

become active (Bermúdez et al 2009).
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