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Introduction
At present, there is no binding requirement within the

International Whaling Commission (IWC) for presentation

of animal welfare data and, in recent years, the whaling

nations have stopped supplying data regarding the welfare

implications of whaling for commercial purposes. In the

past, although analyses of data were provided, the raw data

were not publicly accessible. In 2006, an analysis was

conducted of video footage of Japan’s ‘scientific whaling’

in the Southern Ocean during the 2005/06 season. The

results of the analysis suggested some severe animal

welfare issues associated with the hunt based on a limited

sample size. The case is made for the provision of such data

to the IWC to be made compulsory. This would be achieved

through an amendment to the IWC Schedule requiring

specified animal welfare data. Such a schedule amendment

should be drafted to include all forms of commercial

whaling (including ‘scientific whaling’ and whaling under

objection) and should build upon earlier proposals that were

presented to the IWC between 2000 and 2003.

Video analysis of Japan’s Southern Ocean
‘scientific whaling’
An analysis was conducted of video footage obtained from

Japan’s whaling in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary in

2005/2006 (Gales et al 2007). The footage showed the

catching of sixteen Antarctic minke whales

(Balaenoptera bonarensis). The key findings of the analysis

were that:

• Whaling in the Southern Ocean often starts with a high

speed chase so the stress for the whale begins some time

before it is even harpooned;

• Fewer than one in five of the observed whales were killed

instantaneously — average time to death for whales not

killed instantly was 10 min and one whale survived for at

least 35 minutes; and

• Some whales that are not killed instantly suffocate as a

result of being unable to raise their heads out of the water as

they are winched in on the harpoon line. 

The killing of larger whales (fin [Balaenoptera physalus],

sei [Balaenoptera borealis], Bryde’s [Balaenoptera edeni]
and sperm [Physeter macrocephalus]) is likely to be asso-

ciated with greater welfare problems, due to their larger

size (for example, in one case, a struggling whale was

lashed to the side of the catcher ship, which then steamed

off with the whale still alive).

Striking a whale at sea in rough weather from a pitching

vessel is just as hard as it was in the 1950s when animal

welfare concerns were first raised in the IWC. The position

of the harpoon strikes on each whale was recorded where

this could be determined from measurements from images.

In conclusion, the high quality video footage, which was

obtained by Greenpeace, revealed information that would

not otherwise have been made available. The presence of

Greenpeace did not reduce the accuracy of the harpooning,

as judged by comparing the position of harpoon strikes with

the results of previous studies.

Adopting a requirement for the submission of
animal welfare data to the IWC
At present, there is no binding requirement to submit

animal welfare data to the IWC. However, the schedule to

the International Convention for the Regulation of

Whaling contains a section on Logbooks (Appendix A)

and some data relevant to welfare can be provided on a

voluntary basis. In addition, the Revised Action Plan on

Whale Killing Methods contains numerous specific

requests for data provision. Norway and Japan have

submitted some information (though not raw data) to the

IWC in the past but neither submits information to the

IWC at present. Instead, both have provided some infor-

mation (but not raw data) to the North Atlantic Marine
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