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Letter from the Chairman

It was a to be elected Chairman of
mumm.MImwMM
the which flow not only from i int'q:

face UFAW as we strive to better the lot of and which
share this planet with us. This News Sheet brings you a

flavour of the activities to which I refer. The
thl';{' of Life symposium is testimony to the
of the promoting wi

issues

successful
VETIESS
AW staff in wide '
surrounding the ing of animals. Itis

and already some i

to the impact of such practices on

have

hmhhnfwm

Garden Bird Health initiative tackles
disease outbreak

Dauring the summer of 2006 reports began fo come in of
widespread unusual mortality incidents in garden birds. This
was investigated through the GBHI surveillance and research
network coordinated by Becki Lawson and Andrew
Cunningham at the [nstitute of Zoology.

Many of the incidents were found to be caused by the
unicellular parasite = Trichomonas. This is a well-known
parasite of pigeons, doves and gamebirds but it has not been
previously observed to cause such widespread disease in
finches: preenfinches and chaffinches being the species most
commonly affected. Because of the existence of the GBHi
scheme it was possible to rapidly identify the cause, to track
the spread and pattern of this disease (cases occurred in
many parts of the UK), and to provide information o the
public and about minimising the risks to garden
birds (see the UFAW GBHI website).

From the number of reports received, it would appear that
very large numbers of binds were affected. The disease has
major welfare implications. Trichomonas lives mainly in

Rl e e

such problems can be
Scheme continues to and attracts interest from
youngsters who will 5 be in & position to contribute

to animal welfare in their own professional careers.

Whilst the dedication and hard work of UFAW staff can
far to advance our canse, the chanty noeds the

all those interested in this field and I urge you to find out
more about our activities

(www.ufaw.org.uk) and '
to support us in any way
that you can.

B R Hod

the upper digestive tract of its hosts and it seems likely that
it is mainly through food or water contaminated by
the saliva of affected birds. Bird feeder and water bath
hygiene are therefore very important.

UFAW established the GBHi about three years ago to
investigate problems such as this, which might be related
to the scale and methods of garden bird ing, and to
develop ways to tackle and prevent them. The activities of
humans often affect the quality of lives of wildlife much
mnr:fhmiag:numll known and the GBHi is pioneering
r:u:umhiuﬂmﬁcld:::uﬁndwc]fumﬁ{m:ﬂ}rwmtu

Co-exist,

We are most grateful to CJ Wildbird Foods Lid, Gardman
Ltd, Cranswick Pet Products, The Birdcare Standards
Association, The British Veter Association Animal
Welfare Foundation, the British Trust for Omithology (BTO)
and the RSPB for their generous support of the GBHI.

photass Chglfimch, Joho HardepBT0:
Dreewfinch morteliny Beckl Loweon, Z5L
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Quality of Life: the heart of the matter

The UFAW/BVA Ethics Committee

2006 International Symposium

In September, UFAW in conjunction with the British
Veternary Association Ethics Committes, held a symposium
on “quality of life" at The Royal Society, London. COwer two
hundred and thirty leading scientists, practicing velerinarians,
ethicists, animal keepers and others interesied in the Geld
from 22 different countries attended. A wide range of talks
over two days from a distinguished line-up of international
speakers addressed issues as to what quality of life is and
its relation to welfare, methods by which it can be assessed
and promoied, and some of the ethical dilemmas that are

when making inference-based judgements on the
future care and treatment of animals,

One of the themes that emenped from the symposium was
the paradigm shift that the use of the term “quality of life’

= the need fo focus on the promotion of positive
slales and i in addition to the traditional focus
on avoidance of negative states, sulfering and harm. Indeed,
it is the term amd of ‘quality of life" that is beginning
to be widely used by who are seeking this shift.

This shift towards a more positive, dynamic approach o

i wellare is an important one because of the way
it influences i as to how we should treat and
care for animals, Welfare assessment within this context

l&nmpr:ﬁﬁmin%n':ehnlthﬁ:ﬂuuummdwhu
opportunities they to fulfill these interests; in other
words the quality of an animal's entire relationship with its
environment, and of how it lives its Life.

A number of the discussed the need to develop
new measures of animal welfare which should be at least
able to measure an animal's affective stale before suffering
occurred and that weighed the balance between the pleasant
and unpleasant affect in the animal over a range of oulcomes,
such as behaviour, physiology, brain function, immune
system function, damage, etc.

Other then discussed some of the in
deve such quality of life measures, including the time-
frame over which assessment occurs and the role of proxies
= sland-ins, such as pet owners — who are able 1o speak on
behalf of the animal and its existing quality of Life.

The symposium finished with discussions as to the practical
implications for veterinarians of quality of life and of the
forthcoming “duty of care’ within the Animal Welfare Act.

The symposiom proved to be of substantial interest to the
reported at length on the meeting and its main themes.

For those interested in finding out more about talks given
at the symposium, proceedings of the meeting will be
published m May 2007.

| e
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: Lord wielvawnes the the
gPSuuh'ﬁ_r dielegaes to the receprion o

The success of these largs international mestings

is dependent upon the hard work and support of
many different people and organisations. We would
therefore like to extend our thanks to all those who
helped with or contributed to the symposiom, most
especially to the speakers, poster presenters and those
who chairad the symposiom segsions. Special thanks
are alao dwe to the The Donkey Sanctuary (Sidemouwth,
Deevon) and the Vet Dirug (Allan White) Educational
Trost for their generous sopport of the meeting, to the
British Veterinary Association Animal Welfare
Frundation for their contribution towards the costs
asgociated with the production and distribution of the
proceadings, and to Dr Dooglas Maysmith MP and the
Parliamentary and Scientific Committes of the House
of Commons for kindly hosting & reception for the
symposium delegates at the Houses of Parliament.
Such support is essental if UFAW is to continua to
hold these successfial meetings on & regolar hagis.
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Research Awards

Three Rs Liaison Group broadens
research support

For the last eight vears UFAW has run a scheme in which
pharmaceutical industry and animal welfare members
contribute funds, materials and expertise to support post-
gradunte research to improve laboratory animal welfure,

This year, UFAW changed the name of the scheme to “the
UFAW Three Bs Lisison Group' reflecting our desire to
broaden the scope of research funded under the scheme to
melude all aspects of the Three Bs. Thanks to the contimuing
penerous support of the members (for a full list see
http:/fwww. ufaw.org. uk/'phhsc.php), we are delighted fo
have been able to advertise a fifth award to commence in
October 2007.

The rebadging has resulted in an merease in the numbers of

preliminary applications submitted, many of which are of
very high quality. Existing students under the scheme have
been active, giving papers on their research at international
conferences, contributions to training programmes for animal
care workers and peer reviewed publications.

Seventh Research Training
Scholarship

UFAW runs the prestipious Research Training Scholarship
scheme to provide support for promising voung praduates
to pursue a PhD, researching animal welfare. The scheme
helps to train the anmmal welfare scientists of the future and
also results in original research. Awards are piven as and
when funds become available, so we were very pleased this
year to be able to announce a call for applications for the
seventh award. There is keen competiion for the awards,
and UFAW received 30 concept note applications. The
winner will be announced later in the year.

International development of the Three Rs
The Professor William Russell Fund

LUFAW has established a new Fund to commemorate the lifie
and work of Professor William Russell who sadly died in
July 2006.

While working at UFAW in the 1950°s, Bill Russell, along
with his assistant Rex Burch, began a project which was to
culminate in the publication in 1959 of The Principles of
Humane Experimental Techmigue. This book established the
principles of the Three Rs — ent, Reduction and
Befinement — that have had, continue to have, a hupe
impact on the welfare of animals in biomedical research
throughout the world.

The Three Rs were first publicly described by Professor
Russell at a meeting in Igmrkhun Callege, Lundunmhlnr

9th UFAW Vacation Scholarship
Meeting, University of Newcastle

Thas vear, Dr Melissa Bateson and Dir
Rmﬂ:h:[lmvmrtynfﬂmtmﬂ]:‘s]}i ion of
? agreed to host the annual UFAW
nhulu:ﬂhlpMﬂHiﬂg.Th:hlgh standard of
th:pr:umtnhmthulhuhmnm:lh:hnlhurl:uf
these meetings was maimtained, with scholars
discussing their studies on subjects as diverse as
the welfare i of the capture and handling of
European Storm petrels (Emma Rosenfeld,
University of Cardiff) and the use of cladistics to
evaluate the components of a successful dog toy

(Marian Bond, Anglia Ruskin University).

Dr Fritha Langford (Scottish Agricultural College)
and Professor Hannah Buchanan-Smith (University

of Stirling) were the two invited speakers. Dr Lang-
ford talked about her work on the relationship
between sleep and animal welfare that she undertook
as part of her UFAW Research Training Scholarship.
Professor Buchanan-Smith, current supervisor of
Thres R's Liaison Group student Verity Bowell and
Stirling University link representative, talked about the
use of behaviour to assess welfare, most specifically
about her current wiork with Verity on the use of
anticipatory behaviour as a means of assessing welfare
in laboratory-housed marmaosets.

UFAW would like to thank all those at Newcastle
who helped in the organisation of the meeting and
everyone who attended or spoke at the meeting and
made the day a success.

1957. It is fitting therefore that the Profesor William Russell

Fund is to be introduced in this 50th anniversary year.

The aim of the new Fund is o a Research Fellowship
for high ity research, in the UK or abroad, that will
advance the international development and application of

any aspect of the Three Rs.
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Two of this year’s Vacation Scholarship
projects are outlined below

Preventing resistance to anthelmintics
in sheep

Anthelmimtic resistance in nematodes is becoming an
increasing threat to the health of farmed enimals. Grazing
animals, such as sheep, are presently regularly dosed or
‘drenched” with anthelmintics to control such parasitic worm
infestation and then tumed out onto “clean” pastures. The
drawback of this regime is that if all the nematodes carried
by a treated flock are not killed during drenching, then those
worms that survive — that have resisted the anthelmintic —
are the ones that found the next generation of nematodes.

One sugpested way to combat such selection for resistance
1% tor emsure that nematodes that are ihle to anthelmintics
are also maintained within the flock. ew Peacs
(University of Bristol) modelled the impact that selective
treatment of individual sheep for nematode infection within
a flock would have.

Matthew found that the only way to determine levels of
infestation for the sheep studied was to collect a faecal sample,
which necessitates handling and an invasie

However, based upon his simulations, Matthew concluded
that it was possible to selectively treat only 2096 of the sheep
in a flock with the highest levels of infestation for the health
of the flock to be maintained. Such selective treatment allows
the number of eggs per gram to be kept at below 1000; the
cut-off level used by Matthew as an indicator of health,
Moreover this regime has the desirable effect i

that a large residual population of nematodes is maintaned
within a flock that has not been exposed to anthelmintic, thus
limiting development of resistance.

Improving the rearing environment for
dairy calves

Veterinary stodent Ana Maxwell (University of Glasgow)
umeﬂnutnmnﬁrufuu:rm:ﬂlfmgpn:man

Scottish organic dairy farms and investigated their use
or willingness to adopt the welfare-friendly extended
suckling system of rearing. In extended sucklin
systems, calves are either allowed to remain with their
mothers and suckle, concurrent with the milking of the
female, for 3-4 weeks or placed in foster groups of 3-4
with & nurse cow for up 1o six months. This contrasts
with comventional sysiems where calves are removed
from their mother at birth and hand reared.

From a survey and telephone contact of 21 members of
the Scottish Organic Milk Suppliers Co-operative, Ana
found that three-quarters of the farmers interviewed
had already prewi heard about extended suckling
gysiems and two- 5 were interested in trying them.
Indeed, six of the ﬁ:msn‘arenlmd}rmnmﬂy using
some form of multi-suckling. Notwithstanding this
finding, the most common calf rearing practice was to
remove cilves within 24 hours of birth and 1o pen them
individually (14/21). These were then either bucket or
teat-fed.

The high interest shown by the farmers interviewed in
trying an extended suckling systern, with itz possible
attendant benefits to calf health, may reflect that
health and productivity issues were the main
considerations in choice of rearing system. Farmers
were much less concerned about the *naturalness’ and
behavioural benefits of the extended suckling system,
even though support for organic principles was a
cited reason for becoming an organic
farmer. Ultimately however, and despite the high
level of expressed interest, most farmers reported that
the financial outlay and attendant costs associated with
its implementation would constrain them from putfing
extended suckling systems into operation. As Ana
concludes, it is such financial constraints and overall
economic viability that are the key to l-.:lnlf_%nm-
successful uptake and implementation of
friendly systems of management. Inferest in itself is
not sufficient, even amongst those farmers that might
be regarded as being particularly open to such change.

Science in the Service of Animal Welfare




UFAW University Links Scheme

The UFAW University Links Scheme, which seeks to establish
a network of UFAW in LK universities and
colleges to promote animal welfare science and UFAW”s
objectives and activities, has recently expanded. In addition
to the 11 participating institutions, we would like to welcome
Dr Britta Osthaus {Department of Psychology) of the
University of Exeter, Dr Lynne Sneddon (School of Biols
sfﬁu: e nr{tiﬂmsrnpuu] d B:nl.'l byl }
a University of Li and Dr [

College) of T.h: Unlw:rsa of Northampton %*t them
for agreeing to becom al their respective
universities and look ﬁ:lrwalﬂtun:pnrhngnnanmml welfare
science related activities at theae.

Dr Christing Moinard has also kindly agreed to be the
University of Edinburgh’s joint representative with Professor
Vimce Molony. Dr Lottic Hosie is to provide matemnity cover
for Dr Tessa Smith at the University of Chester,

Nome recent link activities:
® University of Stirling

Stirling’s Behaviour and Evolution Research Group seminar
series 15 held weekhy and is well attended, by both academics
and those who directly with animals on a daily basis.
Details can be found at:

hittpeifwerw. psychology.stir.ac.uk/news/SeminarProgramme-
Spring2003.

Ten students from Stirling, led by Caroline Ogden, recently
undertook varied fundraising activities at the university and
very kindly donated the monics raised to UFAW, In total
they raised £163; °.....nor bad for an = work” as
Eigmlinr: wrote. Thanks to Caroling and the others on behalf
of LIFAW,

If any students or others are interested in raising awareness
of UFAW on their campuses, we are happy to support you
in your activities on our behalf.

Seériing foerdbroalnen
By para), Fiang Nodds (Cow), Susonme
Jareeaa Prodban, (Gilier Foolt, Jooguweiing Soor,

jmjwﬂmﬂmﬁhimﬂ“unﬁl Roerie Mopre
Nrvewm, Mattkew Presion, Poulo Simms,

& University of Lincoln

Lincoln will continge to support a series of regular UFAW
seminars. Further details of these can be obtained by
contacting Lincoln University (details on the UFAW website).

® University of Edinburgh
& University of Glasgow

Following on from last year's successful visit by Professor
Marc Bekoff (University of Colorado, Boulder), Edinburgh
nndﬂlmgnwmmhelpﬁmdamubyhnfﬁmr&m
Sandee (Professor in Bicethics at The Royal Veterinary and

University, Copenhagen, Denmark). Professor
Sandse, who has a particular interest in ethical isswes related
to animals, biotechnology and food and combining
perspectives from natural science, social sciences and
philosophy, will speak at Glasgow on the 25th April on
Feterinary treatment of comparnion animals - What are the
Mhm?ﬂnymwmhngmmndmm]kamm
contact UFAW for further details.

& University of Bristol

Bristol, who also supported the visit by Professor Bekoff,
awarded prizes to underpraduaies in recognition of their
achievements in the field of animal welfare science.
Congratalations are extended to Sophia O Doberty (BVSc,
vear | - The welfare of timber elephants in Myanmar),
Victoria Roper (Velerinary Nursing, vear 3 - Welfare issues
involved in the breeding of Bulldogs) and Claire Cooke for
the highest marks in the dissertation for the degree of BSc
(Hons) Behaviour and Welfare,

New SAWI Fund scholarship

A new scholarship scheme has been introduced
under the UFAW SAWI Fund as part of the
Fund's aim of promoting animal welfare in lsrael.

The scheme will enable veterinary, agriculture
or other biological science graduates i Israel to
travel to the UK to undertake

courses relevant to animal we sgience —
for example the M5c in lied Animal
Behaviour and Animal W at the University
of Edinburgh Veterinary School.

The UFAW SAWI Fund will consider meeting
the costs of travel, accommodation and living
and of tition fees, to enable committed

I  UFAW News-Sheet Spring 2007



Looking for ways to improve
welfare aspects of rodent control

The UFAW Working Group on rodent control methods,
which first met in January 2006, is continuing to work to
find routes to i ve the welfare of rodent control methods,
Waork has Elldarwcmfurﬂnpuhliumwlfam
Hpummfdmlmgvn rats and mice and, through discussions

the year, various other important issues have been
hmugq:l into focus,

Ome of these is that regul
tend to act to channel research into dwr:-l:]:mmtufmh
ion versions of traditional chemical methods and to
Sae m:nﬂ drm:]upwhu]hrmvmédﬂtnmﬂv{rcdfm&
'_lr approaches. Anticoagulant rodenticides are the most
widely used agents and these are described in the Pesticide
Snﬁ:r_-.- Dlmctnmtc 8 (1997) *Assesssment of Humaneness
of Verichrate Control Agents” as “markedly inhumane’.

The problem is that severe is an ingvitable side effect
of agents that cause i hacmnn'lm:gr: if the bleeding
occurs (as it often does) into joints or intracranially. The
Group is considerin fore either how the painful
consequences of anticoagulants might be alleviated or if
there i mm:.r to facilitate ’?Phd sumult::r: research iﬂ y
completely new methods. This may be expensive but it is
important to find a way forward. Tl;:m: is a massive welfarne
problem that needs to be addressed here and which, once
solved, will be of benefit to hundreds of millions of rodents
YEAT UPCTl 54T,

;nmhn' ntiﬂw: issnes l:hm.t the Group has identified and will
giving thought to is the, perhaps mﬂu:rmupns:ng.ahamm
ofa mnnnﬁl bﬁi{fmkmpm ?'clfam it of vertebrate
pest control under review and for prowv independent
advice on the subject, It seems somewhat inconsistent that
there are national animal welfare advisory bodies on farm
animals (FAWC), laboratory animals (APC), companion
animals (CAWC), and o0 animals (Zoos Forum), but that,
despitc the very artp: numbers of animals involved and the
severity of the welfare challenges, no such body exists to
keep under review welfare issues regarding wild animals,

and economic constraints

The new Animal Welfire Act includes a “duty of care’

provision. This makes it the responsibility of the cwner of
an animal, and of those in temporany change of it, 10 ensure
that the needs of an animal are met to the extent required

by good praciice,

Currently there is no legal requirement for those giving
advice on behavioural to possess any relevant
mwladg;aurskﬂl mdv:ﬁrummfﬁrn]smnﬂmmde
to *pet behaviounisis” with little regard to their academic
background, training or experience. The concern in such
cases 15 that the behaviowural disorder is not effectively
treated or even excacerbated, possibly leading io the aninnal

being neglected, given up for re-homing or, in the most
gerious cases such as aggression, euthanased,

D Stephen Wickens, UFAW s Development Officer, has
been addressing this issue furmmmnc,uﬂmrﬂury
the ASAB Accreditation Commitiee which runs a voluntary

New responsibilities under the Animal Welfare Act

Notification for election to Council
at the 2007 AGM

In accordance with Article 46 of the Constitution,
members” nominations for election to Couneil at the
2007 AGM must reach the UFAW office between
Tth August and 4th 2007. Further
information is available from the UFAW Sccretary.

2007 Annual General Meeting

This year's AGM will be held in the afternoon of

T 16th October 2007 at the Womens® Institote
Hall in Full details of the time and
business of the meeting will be sent to members in
due course.

We welcome Steve Weddell who joins
Editorial Assistant, "E:u Incing Louise Wiskin who
lt:ﬂ'll:!lan Z{H}E. C.urtn:uhnjnmr:du;m

pnmhnnwilhiht:ﬂmm Slaughter Association.

S BS Our

Roberi Hubrechs,
Deepgaty Divector af
UFAW, speaking on the
subject of refinement of
hotzing aud kisbandry
at the lsraeli Laboratory |
Animal Forum (TLAF)

meating in Tel Aviv
Drecember 2006

UFAW suaff regularly

behaviourists (for further
details visit:

www,asab.notlingham, acuk).

It is the conlention of this
Accreditation Commitiee,
that under the new “duty of care” o, ce
mth:glmgufndﬂm:;nhnhnww brlﬁmdm
disonders demands the same high level of professionalism
and due diligence as in the treatment of physical iliness,
and that velerinarians and others who are referring on
animals with behavioural problems should check on the
standard of knowledge and skills of the person ire
r:fnnngtn.whm;k:ﬁnpnia'hln 'Lh.:}'ﬂhmldﬁtﬂﬁlﬂl:
individuals who are members of nationally recognised
bodies or accreditation schemes that set standards for those

practicing in this feld.

Science in the Service of Animal Welfare I



Spring Appeal

Help support the new Professor William Russell Fund for research that may be carried oaf
armywhere in the world to advance the Three Rs

The new international Professor William Russell Fund will be used to support a Research Fellowship
for high quality research, in the UK or elsewhere, leading to advances in the international development
and application of the Three Rs,

2007 iz the 50th anniversary vear of a meeting al Birkbeck College, London, at which William
Russell first described the principles of the Three Rs = Replacement, Reduction and Refinement.
He and his assistant, Rex Burch, were working on a project at UFAW which culminated in the 1959
publication of The Principles of Humane Experimental Technigue, establishing the concept of the
Three Rs which has had, and continues to have, a profound impact on the welfare of animals in
research throughout the world.

Sadly, Professor Russell died last July and it is fitting that his life and work is commemorated with
the new Fund.

Your support of the William Russell Fund will not only be a trbuie to Russell but will support the
continuation of his imporiant work that benefits both animals and people worldwide.

If you would like to contribute please send a donation to the Spring 2007 Appeal at the UFAW
office address. Many thanks!

Thanks to all those who contributed (o the Autumn 2006 Appeal in support of UFAW initiatives
for humane rodent control.

Other ways you can
support the work of UFAW
UFAW s wuih rﬂnn.ddmmﬂu rt amsd ﬂ;hmhmmlni :iuumﬂ;.:;l this support is l v
lpprntl.u.lnd.. on o our BTE SO0 wilys you can help promode
ammal welfare and animal welfare science:
Become o member Join our Regular Giving programme
Individual membership is just £10 a year (£5 for Regular monthly donations help us to plan
students). Corporate ip from £20 a year. UFAW activities.
R‘r{ ‘rill @ member o gl'::fgtﬁ: Il:gn;.}' Eoicliandy i
are already o member, not recruit o years legacies have extremely Important
ﬁl:.gn:mh:ndf i to UFAW s work. An information leaflet on keaving a
legacy is available free from UFAW,
Suppori the University Links o
There are currently 14 academic mstifutions Sponsor an activity . :
represented. You can participate in their activities cre are frequent opportunities to sponsor particular
and help promote UFAW s objectives. activities, events or projects of inferest to institwbional
O COTpOrate orpanizations.
Subscribe fo Animal Wellare
The :E;rln:l}.r scientific and sducational journal Shop ar UFAW
full online access and back issue search from our exclusive mnge of clothing, stationery, gifts

facility for subscribers. and cards that also help promote UEAW,

For more information on any of these contact the
UFAW aoffice:
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