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BRIEF REPORT ON ANIMAL WELFARE SEMINAR HELD ON 24th APRIL 2014 AT MAKERERE UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE, ANIMAL RESOURCES AND BIOSECURITY (COVAB)
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COMPILED BY:
UFAW- MAKERERE LINK
INTRODUCTION
UFAW established a link with Makerere University in November 2013 to extend its work to the university community. The Link is based in the College of Veterinary Medicine, Animal Resources and Biosecurity (COVAB). Although there was no platform to bring students together for more promotional activities towards animal welfare issues, animal welfare was one of the subjects incorporated into both the undergraduate and some postgraduate courses. We are grateful to UFAW through the LINK-scheme for the support extended to Makerere. The grant was utilized on organizing a seminar on animal welfare and assist in establishment of a student’s club (Makerere University Animal Welfare Students Club).

The seminar was organized under the theme- “Promotion of Animal Welfare: Role of Stakeholders”. It was held on 24th/April/2014 in the Media room at COVAB. This seminar coincided with the World Veterinary Day celebration week in the country coordinated by Uganda Veterinary Association. The theme of the World Veterinary Day 2014 was also Animal Welfare. Therefore the seminar became one of the activities that attracted attention. 
SEMINAR PARTICIPANTS

The seminar was attended by a total of 114 (staff members -35 and students – 79). The students included both undergraduate and postgraduate students.
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A BRIEF ON THE PRESENTATIONS

The main presenters were the people who have had experience with animal welfare issues. These shared experiences and encouraged students to join initiatives geared towards animal welfare. UFAW was appreciated for the support extended towards organizing the seminar. The presenter for the day included Dr. Ojala Robert (chief executive officer of the Uganda Veterinary Association), Dr. Omara Robert (President of Big Fix Uganda), Dr. Sam Okech (Senior Lecturer), Dr. Sylvia Nalubwama (UFAW link for Makerere University), Ssuna Paul (president of Makerere university animal welfare students club) and Professor Anthony Mugisha (School Dean).

Dr. Sam gave a presentation on the role of Veterinarians and other stake holders in promotion of animal welfare. He pointed out that it is everybody’s responsibility to ensure that animals are given a good life which will improve their health and productivity. He pointed out that those who deal with laboratory animals in research also need to pay attention to their welfare and that there are regulations concerned with this.  Dr. Omara Robert’s presentation covered different initiatives that have been established by the Big fix Gulu, an NGO established in Northern Uganda to promote animal welfare. Their activities have scaled up and these include massive vaccinations, mobile animal clinics and school outreach programs which provide hands on practical training to veterinary students through internships. Dr. Ojala Robert presented on the role of the veterinary associations in promotion of animal welfare and strategies that should be set to achieve a country were animals are treated with respect and sympathy. Dr. Nalubwama Sylvia made a presentation on UFAW. She informed participants about the UFAW university link currently available at the university. She highlighted the objectives and activities of UFAW and benefits of being part of this charity (sponsoring animal welfare research, student scholarships, awareness through annual newsletters, seminars etc).  Mr. Ssuna Paul, the president of the animal welfare students club give a presentation about the club, its objectives and how it will assist the student fraternity in appreciating animal welfare science and bringing them together to carryout outreach activities for promotion of animal welfare within and outside the university community. Finally, the Dean of the School highlighted the importance of having animal welfare issues addressed at the college and inclusion in the student’s curriculum. He appreciated UFAW for supporting the Link which enabled organization of the seminar.
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CONCLUSIONS
The seminar showed that outreach programs, student professional education in animal welfare and fundraising for animal protection initiatives are important and require support.  Additionally, seminars like this need to be held regularly at different floras so as to inform policy makers and other stakeholders. 
Some of the students and staff who attended the Animal Welfare seminar





Participant registering and a cross-section of participants listening to a presentation





A guest speaker giving a presentation on role of stakeholders in Animal welfarepromotion
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