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MEDIA RELEASE 
Embargoed until 24 June 

EXCEPTIONAL YOUNG ANIMAL 
WELFARE SCIENTIST RECOGNISED 
Dr Rowena Packer wins UFAW Award 
 

UFAW is pleased to announce that its Young Animal Welfare Scientist of the Year 
Award has been given to Dr Rowena Packer, a Clinical Investigations Postdoctoral 
Researcher at the Royal Veterinary College (RVC).   
 
The UFAW Young Animal Welfare Scientist of the Year Award is to recognise the 
achievements of young scientists who have made significant contributions to improving 
the welfare of animals. It is open to postgraduate students, anywhere in the world, 
currently studying for a doctoral degree or who are within six years of the end of their 
PhD.  
 
Rowena has shown a talent for quantitative research, which she has applied to her 
animal welfare research. Her undergraduate final year research project at the University 
of Bristol on meta-analysis explored the potential to combine the results of animal 
welfare research studies, and was exceptional for a scientist at this stage in her career. 
Her PhD, also of high standard, has raised awareness of the links between extreme 
conformation and inherited diseases in dogs and its findings have been featured in a 
number of high profile publications.  

 
Rowena has been proactive and has worked with the dog breeding community in 
disseminating her research. She has given invited talks to many dog breed clubs and 
played a major role in organising and hosting an interactive event, ‘Building Better 
Brachycephalics’, where she presented her PhD findings to approximately 50 
stakeholders. Rowena is now a postdoctoral researcher, studying epilepsy in dogs at the 
RVC, as part of which she co-created the RVC Pet Epilepsy Tracker, a smartphone app 
for the owners of dog with epilepsy, and ran an owner engagement event, ‘21st Century 
Management of Canine Epilepsy’. She continues to work alongside breeders and breed 
clubs to facilitate research that will ultimately reduce the frequency and severity of breed-
related disorders in dogs. 

Rowena was presented with her award at the UFAW Conference ‘Recent Advances in 
Animal Welfare Science’ held in York on 23rd June.   
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The Conference was the fifth in UFAW’s popular series of one-day conferences providing 
a forum for both experienced and new animal welfare scientists, veterinarians and others 
to discuss recent developments in animal welfare science.  

  

-ENDS- 

Media contact:  Dr Robert Hubrecht, Chief Executive and Scientific Director, UFAW. Tel: 
01582-831818, email hubrecht@ufaw.org.uk 
 
 
Note to editors: 
 
The Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) is an internationally recognised, 
independent scientific and educational animal welfare charity. It works to improve 
knowledge and understanding of animals’ needs in order to achieve high standards of 
welfare for farm, companion, research, captive wild animals and those with which we 
interact in the wild.  
 
UFAW improves animal welfare worldwide through its programme of awards, grants and 
scholarships; by educational initiatives, especially at university and college level; by 
providing information in books, videos, reports and in its scientific journal Animal Welfare; 
by providing expert advice to governments and others, including for legislation and ‘best 
practice’ guidelines and codes; and by working with animal keepers, scientists, vets, 
lawyers and all those who care about animals. 
 
This work relies on the support of members, subscribers and donors. 
 


